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It's a fluke -- and that's a good thing
You've seen the whales' water spouts off the Oregon coast. Now reach out and touch the big
friendlies in the warm waters of their destination: the Sea of Cortes
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LUDMILLA ALEXANDER
The Oregonian

Standing on the deck of her vacation home in Oceanside, are., Lynne Styles watches through binoculars
for the telltale blowhole spray of migrating whales as they swim down the coastline. "Where are the whales
going," she wonders, "and why?"

In February, the Chicago resident learned firsthand the reasons for the whales' 12,000-mile round-trip
odyssey. Boarding a 120-foot 18-passenger luxury motor yacht in Mexico's Sea of Cortes, Styles arrived at
the whales' final destination and experienced a closer encounter with the mammoth mammals than she
expected.

The Safari Quest, operated by American Safari Cruises of Seattle, offers seven-day cruises for five months
of the year, starting and ending near Loreto in Baja California.

From about mid-November through early April, the Safari Quest concentrates on whale watching in the
Biosphere Reserve of the Sea of Cortes. During this time, many species, including humpback, blue, sperm,
orca and gray whales, leave the frigid waters of Alaska's Bering Sea and head for the warm waters of
Mexico's Baja California. There, the migrating mammals round the tip of Los Cabos and head north on the
Sea of Cortes looking for krill.

Passengers on the Safari Quest are all enthusiastic wildlife aficionados ranging in age from mid-40s to
active retirees. Although whales are the prime reason they book passage on the cruise, they are equally
thrilled to see pelicans divebombing fish at 40 mph and dolphins leaping over the waves.

But the Safari Quest has more to offer than wildlife viewing. The luxury yacht includes a salon with a big­
screen TV to watch videos, an open bar, comfortable staterooms, a hot tub on the upper deck, and water
toys galore, from kayaks to sailboats to knee boards.

Although guests do change from daytime swimsuits and shorts to casual summer wear in the evening,
there are no dress-up nights or assigned seatings on the cruise. Meal times are casual -- and delicious -­
affairs, with entrees including huevos rancheros for breakfast, blackened ahi tuna salad for lunch, large
shrimp during the cocktail hour, and surf and turf for dinner with small lobsters caught locally.

Meanwhile, throughout the cruise, the nine-member crew is everywhere, offering freshly baked cookies,
.pouring drinks, pointing out constellations in the night sky, even swinging on a rope off the deck -- and
encouraging passengers to join them.

But our first priority is the whales.

Sightings and swimming

On our first whale-watching expedition, Capt. Shawnda Gallup, 29, spots a whale blowing spray from its
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