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Pop stars and celebrities aren't the only ones who reinvent themselves to stay in the public eye. So do
cities. And Long Beach, Calif., wins the award for undergoing one of the state's most successful
makeovers.

California's fifth-largest city has transformed itself from a gritty port city with cranes spoiling views and
freighters polluting the water into a tourist haven for boaters, beach bums, anglers, history buffs and lovers

of great food.

Best of all for visitors, Long Beach is a walking city -- you can get to most of the attractions by foot or with
an occasional hop on a free shuttle.

Planning's payoff

Redevelopment started in the 1970s when several industries in the city were hit hard economically. QOil
production waned, the U.S. Navy closed its port, and the aerospace industry began a sharp decline. City
fathers had to find ways to rev up the local economy.

With millions of visitors coming to Southern California for the sun, the sand and that place where Mickey
lives, the city decided it needed to make changes to lure more tourists to town. So began decades of
planning and building - a convention center, hotels, an aquarium and a harbor along with entertainment,
dining and shopping areas.

The container port is still operational with huge cranes visible, but it's at the far end of the newer
development, no longer a centerpiece eyesore. And the offshore oil islands that continue pumping oil have
been camouflaged with palm trees, lights and artistic structures.

Reigning over the harbor's transformation is the Queen Mary, docked at one end of the bay. The 12-deck
liner built in 1936 epitomizes the glamour of a trans-Atlantic crossing in elegance and style.

Now the ship operates as a floating hotel, offering accommodations in the original wood-paneled
staterooms still outfitted with freshwater and saltwater bathroom faucets (although the latter no longer
work).

But you don't have to book a room to go onboard. The ship offers self-guided tours to see the captain's
guarters, engine rooms and teak decks decorated with old photos of former passengers such as the Duke
and Duchess of Windsor, Winston Churchill, Bob Hope, Clark Gable and Fred Astaire enjoying themselves
onboard.

Guided tours, on the other hand, lead you through Art Deco restaurants, first-class staterooms and lavish
ballrooms. For guests interested in learning more about the paranormal events that have been reported
onboard the ship through the years, there's the daytime Ghosts & Legends walk-through show, enhanced
with special effects, and nighttime tours, including a "Dining With the Spirits and Tour" led by a psychic.
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