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Hawaii from a deck chair: Cruise from island to island
Hawaiian Islands itineraries with Norwegian Cruise Line allow plenty of time to explore the natural
wonders

Sunday, September 10, 2006

LUDMILLA ALEXANDER
The Oregonian

Decisions, decisions: So many islands, which one to choose? The Big Island of Hawaii, with its active
volcano? Or romantic Maui, for its great beaches? Oh, don't forget Kauai -- waterfalls and gardens. Or
Oahu -- Diamond Head, Waikiki, the USS Arizona Memorial.

Island hopscotching is one option, but why waste precious time packing and unpacking and waiting in
airports?

Take an island cruise. You can always return another time and focus on one or two islands.

For years the only option was to chug across the Pacific from the West Coast on your cruise ship, then
begin touring the islands. After much political back-and-forth concerning ship registry and crew nationality,
in 2003 the Norwegian Cruise Line began Hawaii-based cruises with all-U.S. crews.

Three NCL ships now offer seven-night cruises. The ships travel primarily at night, so daytime hours -­
more than 100 hours in all -- can be devoted to exploring the islands, whether that means snorkeling,
walking along a lava flow, seeing spectacular waterfalls, shopping or lying on a beach. The ship offers
dozens of optional shore excursions, or passengers can rent cars or taxis on their own.

Even though Hawaii's weather wasn't ideal during our cruise week - a storm blew through -- each island
still managed to show off its charms.

Day One

The Pride of America awaits at the Aloha Tower pier, her painted stars and stripes gleaming brightly on the
hull. I love the happy, bright colors throughout the ship -- pink, orange, blue, green, turquoise.

Each pUblic room has a theme. The Capitol Atrium, where we enter, has a Colonial American look with a
grand white staircase and a backlit red, white and blue glass ceiling. The Hollywood Theatre, which
accommodates more than 800 people, has gigantic gold Oscar-like statues at the entrance and a wall mural
of paparazzi taking photos of entering VIPs. (That must be us.) The cabins and hallways are decorated with
bright Hawaiian colors and works of art.

We set sail, so to speak, at night. The ship first heads east, then south. Our first stop will be Hilo.

Day Two

The Big Island is not only big, it's also incredibly diverse. Available excursions include guided trips to
waterfalls, botanical gardens, observatories and golf courses.
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